
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
      

 

Appendix B. 
American Indian and Alaska Native Farm Operators 

Appendix B provides additional agriculture census 
data for farms and ranches operated by American 
Indians or Alaska Natives. Census report forms asked 
respondents to identify the race of up to three operators 
per farm or ranch. The race category of “American 
Indian or Alaska Native” could be selected as either a 
single race or in combination with other races as part 
of a multi-racial identification.  Appendix B tables 
include data for farms or ranches whose operators self-
identified as American Indian or Alaska Native either 
as a single race or in combination with other races. 
Appendix B is the only part of the volume 1 
publication that includes this breakout of the multiple 
race designation.  Tables in other parts of the 
publication include as American Indian or Alaska 
Native only those operators with a single-race 
identification. All multiple race identifications are 
combined together in the category “more than one race 
reported.” 

To improve coverage of reservation agriculture, 
special procedures were followed in the census.  A 
reservation-level census report form was obtained 
from knowledgeable reservation officials of most large 
reservations. These reports covered agricultural 
activity on the entire reservation.  NASS reviewed 
these data and removed duplication with any data 
reported by American Indian or Alaska native farm 
operators who responded on an individual census 
report form. Additionally NASS obtained, from 
knowledgeable reservation officials, the count of 
American Indian and Alaska Native farm operators (on 
reservations) who were not counted through individual 
census report forms, but whose agricultural activity 
was included in the reservation-level report.  Appendix 
B is the only part of the volume 1 publication that 
provides a total count of American Indian and Alaska 

Native farm operators, including those who returned 
an individual report and those otherwise included in 
the reservation-level report. Tables in other parts of 
the publication count the reservation report as a single 
farm. 

Table A, American Indian and Alaska Native 
Operators:  2002, provides the number of farm 
operators (for up to three operators per farm) reported 
as American Indian or Alaska Native in the race 
category on the individual census report forms, plus 
the total number of American Indian or Alaska Native 
operators farming on reservations as reported by 
reservation officials.  The count from the individual 
report forms is summarized in the “individually 
reported” column.  It includes operators on or off 
reservations. The "other" column provides counts of 
operators on reservations as reported by a reservation 
or tribal official. 

Table B, Selected Characteristics for Farms 
Operated By American Indians or Alaska Natives 
and For Total Farms:  2002, provides aggregated 
data for operations where at least one operator was 
American Indian or Alaska Native.  Data include 
resource and production inputs and outputs of farms 
and ranches operated by American Indians and Alaska 
Natives, and compares the data to all farms. 
Reservation-level reports are included. 

Table C, Selected Operator Characteristics for 
American Indians and Alaska Natives and for Total 
Reporting:  2002, presents demographic data for up to 
three American Indian or Alaska Native operators 
reported per farm or ranch on individual and 
reservation-level census report forms. 
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 Table A. American Indian or Alaska Native Operators: 2002 
[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 

Geographic area 
American Indian or Alaska Native farm operators 

Geographic area 
American Indian or Alaska Native farm operators 

Total Individually 
reported 1 Other 2 Total Individually 

reported 1 Other 2 

STATE TOTAL Monterey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  46 46 ­
Napa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 13 ­

California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,295 2,235 60 Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  13 13 ­
Orange . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5 5 ­

COUNTIES Placer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  48 48 ­

Alameda . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 18 - Plumas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 11 -
Amador . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12 12 ­ Riverside . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  111 107 4
Butte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  59 58 1 Sacramento . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  75 75 -
Calaveras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 28 ­ San Benito . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 21 -
Colusa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  53 18 35 San Bernardino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 42 ­
Contra Costa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 11 ­ San Diego . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  162 154 8
Del Norte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1 ­ San Joaquin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103 103 ­
El Dorado . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  45 45 ­ San Luis Obispo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  67 67 ­
Fresno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  165 165 ­ San Mateo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 ­
Glenn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 21 1 Santa Barbara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21 21 ­

Humboldt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70 64 6 Santa Clara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 23 ­
Imperial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10 10 ­ Santa Cruz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 11 -
Inyo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15 14 1 Shasta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52 52 ­
Kern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  69 69 ­ Siskiyou . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18 18 ­
Kings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 20 - Solano . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23 23 ­
Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32 31 1 Sonoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  70 70 ­
Lassen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 24 - Stanislaus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  94 94 ­
Los Angeles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32 32 - Sutter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  41 41 ­
Madera . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  71 71 - Tehama . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  47 47 -
Marin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 1 1 Trinity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20 20 ­

Mariposa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3 3 ­ Tulare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  158 157 1
Mendocino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  37 36 1 Tuolumne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 11 ­
Merced . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  80 80 ­ Ventura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  48 48 -
Modoc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 6 - Yolo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 24 ­
Mono . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 2 - Yuba . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 28  ­
1 Data were collected for a maximum of three operators per farm.

2 Data represent American Indian or Alaska Native farm or ranch operators on reservations who did not report individually. Data obtained from reservation officials.
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 Table B.	 Selected Characteristics of Farms Operated by American Indians or Alaska Native Operators 
and For Total Farms: 2002 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 

American Indian Percent American Indian Percent 
Characteristics or Alaska Native Total farms of Characteristics or Alaska Native Total farms of 

operated farms 1 total operated farms 1 total 

FARMS AND LAND IN FARMS FARM PRODUCTION EXPENSES - Con. 

Farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  number 1,942 79,631 2.4 Selected farm production
Land in farms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  acres 669,893 27,589,027 2.4 expenses - Con.

Estimated market value of  Fertilizer, lime, and
 land and buildings 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 1,817,165 96,129,402 1.9 soil conditioners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 10,447 834,536 1.3 

Average per farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  dollars 967,092 1,206,822 (X) Gasoline, fuels, and oils . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 8,513 610,228 1.4 
Average per acre . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  dollars 1,274 1,997 (X) Hired farm labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 68,514 4,317,078 1.6 

Interest expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 10,343 930,722 1.1 
Estimated market value of all  Chemicals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 14,366 1,102,974 1.3 

machinery and equipment 2 . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 115,952 6,325,990 1.8 
Average per farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  dollars 61,709 81,933 (X) LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 

Farms by size: Beef cows inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 430 12,497 3.4 
1 to 9 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 557 21,827 2.6 number 14,800 735,045 2.0 
10 to 49 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 691 27,307 2.5 Milk cows inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 51 2,793 1.8 
50 to 179 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351 14,356 2.4 number 15,770 1,644,692 1.0 
180 to 499 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166 7,741 2.1 Cattle and calves sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 423 12,897 3.3 
500 to 999 acres . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64 3,604 1.8 number 33,315 3,157,013 1.1 
1,000 acres or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  113 4,796 2.4 

Hogs and pigs inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 82 1,521 5.4 
Total cropland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 1,394 61,810 2.3 number 1,203 163,465 0.7 

acres 165,208 10,994,161 1.5 Hogs and pigs sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 85 1,513 5.6 
Harvested cropland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 1,122 54,115 2.1 number 1,573 308,769 0.5 

acres 101,882 8,466,321 1.2 Sheep and lambs inventory . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 146 4,009 3.6 
Irrigated land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 1,194 55,596 2.1 number (D) 731,558 (D) 

acres 119,729 8,709,353 1.4 Sheep and lambs sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 81 2,384 3.4 

TENURE 
number 

Horses and ponies inventory . . . . . . . . . .  farms 
(D) 

595 
449,308 

16,446 
(D) 
3.6 

number 4,727 131,951 3.6 
Full owners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 1,484 60,894 2.4 Horses and ponies sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 178 3,960 4.5 

acres 359,331 10,899,151 3.3 number 468 12,648 3.7 
Part owners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 270 10,636 2.5 Bison inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 4 98 4.1 

acres 191,377 12,244,863 1.6 number 110 1,810 6.1 
Tenants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 188 8,101 2.3 Bison sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 3 29 10.3 

acres 119,185 4,445,013 2.7 number 18 314 5.7 

MARKET VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL Layers 20 weeks old and older
 PRODUCTS SOLD   inventory . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 149 3,244 4.6 

number 5,889 22,768,304 (Z) 
Market value of agricultural Broilers and other meat-type
 products sold (see text) . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 363,827 25,737,173 1.4 chickens sold . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 24 338 7.1 

Average per farm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  dollars
 Crops, including nursery

187,347 323,205 (X) number (D) 260,447,483 (D) 

and greenhouse crops . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000
 Livestock, poultry, and

292,383 19,152,722 1.5 SELECTED CROPS HARVESTED 

their products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 71,444 6,584,451 1.1 Corn for grain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 11 592 1.9 
acres 2,804 168,354 1.7 

FARMS BY ECONOMIC CLASS (SEE TEXT) bushels 461,403 28,395,621 1.6 
Corn for silage or greenchop . . . . . . . . . .  farms 28 2,012 1.4 

Less than $1,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  497 16,529 3.0 acres 3,420 393,694 0.9 
$1,000 to $2,499 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  254 6,833 3.7 tons 92,376 10,117,296 0.9 
$2,500 to $4,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  165 6,038 2.7 Wheat for grain, All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 28 1,573 1.8 
$5,000 to $9,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  210 7,262 2.9 acres 4,779 410,369 1.2 
$10,000 to $24,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  234 9,455 2.5 bushels 407,498 33,590,674 1.2 
$25,000 to $49,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  170 7,131 2.4 Winter wheat for grain . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 20 1,228 1.6 
$50,000 to $99,999 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  112 6,798 1.6 acres 4,175 313,495 1.3 
$100,000 or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  300 19,585 1.5 bushels 346,737 23,935,058 1.4 

OTHER FARM CHARACTERISTICS 
Durum wheat for grain . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 

acres 
3 

323 
321 

88,399 
0.9 
0.4 

bushels 38,510 8,963,903 0.4 
Farms reporting ­ Spring wheat for grain . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 5 83 6.0 

acres 281 8,475 3.3 
Computers for farm business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,095 44,090 2.5 bushels 22,251 691,713 3.2 
Internet access . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,194 48,950 2.4 Barley for grain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 7 343 2.0 

acres 2,023 74,721 2.7 
Farms by type of bushels 138,298 5,266,774 2.6 

organization: Oats for grain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 7 429 1.6 
    Family or individual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,654 64,442 2.6 acres 391 34,319 1.1 

Partnership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177 8,953 2.0 bushels 24,211 2,798,145 0.9 
    Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 5,070 1.2 Sunflower seed, All . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 2 154 1.3 

Other-cooperative, estate or trust, acres (D) 18,129 (D) 
      institutional, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  49 1,166 4.2 pounds (D) 21,455,613 (D)

Soybeans for beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms ­ ­ ­
FARM PRODUCTION EXPENSES acres ­ ­ ­

bushels ­ ­ ­
Total farm production
 expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 269,629 20,527,198 1.3 Forage - land used for all hay and

 haylage, grass silage, and
Selected farm production  greenchop (see text) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  farms 190 8,273 2.3 

expenses: acres 17,313 1,952,522 0.9 
Livestock and poultry tons, dry 85,959 11,202,962 0.8

      purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 8,823 949,697 0.9 
Feed purchased . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $1,000 25,436 2,494,806 1.0 

1 Data were collected for a maximum of three operators per farm or ranch on places where operators would identify themselves as American Indian or Alaska Native.
2 Data are based on a sample of farms. 
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 Table C.	 Selected Operator Characteristics for American Indians or Alaska Natives and For Total 
Reporting: 2002 

[For meaning of abbreviations and symbols, see introductory text] 

Characteristics 
American Indian 
or Alaska Native 

operators reporting 1 

Total operators 
reporting 1 Characteristics 

American Indian 
or Alaska Native 

operators reporting 1 

Total operators 
reporting 1 

Operators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2,255 120,901 Years on present farm:
 2 years or less . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170 6,556 

Sex of operator:  3 or 4 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 11,497 
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,495 85,394 5 to 9 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 545 24,239 
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  760 35,507 10 years or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1,308 78,609 

Primary occupation: Age group:
 Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,294 70,033 Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 1,684 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  961 50,868 25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 5,710 

35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 456 20,432 
Place of residence:  45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 712 35,781 

On farm operated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,694 85,214 55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 536 29,255 
Not on farm operated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  561 35,687 65 to 74 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 226 17,458 

Days worked off farm:
 75 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151 10,581 

None . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 991 60,398 Average age of ­
Any . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,264 60,503 All operators 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52.1 54.5 

1 to 49 days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 7,985 Principal operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54.9 56.8 
50 to 99 days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 4,503         Second operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.8 51.2 
100 to 199 days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 243 8,688         Third operator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42.4 44.2 
200 days or more . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  802 39,327 

Living on an American
  Indian reservation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52 167

 1 Data were collected for a maximum of three operators per farm. 
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